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LAW SOCIETY OF RELAND

CAREER SUPPORT SERVICE

Information for Solicitors on Working Abroad
QUALIFYING IN ENGLAND & WALES

· The Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) deal with applications for admission to the Roll of Solicitors in England & Wales; contacted them at:  www.sra.org.uk
· Under the Qualified Lawyers Transfer Regulations 2009, solicitors who have qualified in the Republic of Ireland are not currently required to sit the Qualified Lawyers Transfer Test for admission in England & Wales.  
· However, as of September 2009, the admission requirements are under review by the SRA. Solicitors thinking of working in Britain should consider applying now.  It is possible to apply for admission only and take out a Practising Certificate when / if intending to practise in England & Wales.
· You can be admitted upon submission of:-

· the application form - Form AD1 (do not use the QLTR application form); Form AD1 must be requested from the SRA (link is noted below)
· a criminal records bureau (CRB) check

· a Certificate of Good Standing from the Law Society of Ireland

· the application fee of £100. 
· Guidelines relating to the admission process are found at: http://www.sra.org.uk/documents/solicitors/qltt/qltt-application-guidance.pdf, with the most relevant information on pages 2 and 12.  

· Form AD1 can be requested from the Solicitors Regulation Authority at: http://www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/qltt/apply.page (or go to SRA Home Page, look under 'For Solicitors' then under 'Qualified Lawyers Transfer Test').

· Information relating to the CRB can be found at:

http://www.crb.gov.uk/guidance/rb_guidance/overseas/irish_republic.aspx
or by contacting the Garda Vetting Unit directly at:-
Garda Central Vetting Unit/Garda Criminal Records Office
Racecourse Road
Thurles
Co. Tipperary

Tel: Lo-Call 1890 488 488


http://www.garda.ie/Controller.aspx?Page=1535&Lang=1
· Certificates of Good Standing are handled by the Regulation Department of the Law Society; contact either Mary Ann McDermott (m.mcdermott@lawsociety.ie) or Nicola Darby (n.darby@lawsociety.ie) for assistance.

