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After much deliberation and fanfare, the Government finally passed the Defamation
Act late last year. It came into effect on 1 January 2010 and represents arguably the
most significant ever piece of legislation in this area.

Many practitioners will be instructed by a client seeking recourse for some form of
defamation and in times where work is at a premium, it is an area of the law which
can be very rewarding. All solicitors who practice or wish to practice litigation should
be familiar with this piece of legislation which radically changes the way in which all
defamation matters are handled. Of particular significance is the new one year
statute. It is also important to bear in mind that it applies not just to libel but also to
slander and the many other instances in which defamation occurs.

This seminar is run by the DSBA’s Litigation Committee and we have sourced three of
the country’s leading experts in this area. Simon McAleese, Paula Mullooly and James
MacGuill have extensive experience and will provide a perspective from both the
Defence and Plaintiff side. 

Simon McAleese will talk about the Defences set out in the Defamation Act 2009 and
how will they impact on defamation practice.

Paula Mullooly will look at procedural changes contained in the 2009 Act and how
they will impact on practice.

James MacGuill will present a perspective from the point of view of the Plaintiff.

This is a seminar not to miss and we strongly urge you to be there.

Speakers

Simon McAleese
Simon McAleese is the Managing Partner of Simon McAleese Solicitors. Simon acts for a
number of domestic and international media organisations. His practice is largely
focused upon media defence work and his clients include print, broadcast and
electronic media.  

Paula Mullooly 
Paula is a Partner at Simon McAleese Solicitors. She advises Irish and international clients
on Media Law. Paula has acted in some of the most high-profile media litigation in this
jurisdiction including the first Irish media law case to be brought before the European
Court of Human Rights. 
Paula was a Government appointed member of the Working Group on Defamation.
The Group advised the Government on the Heads of a Defamation Bill to reform the
Law of Defamation in Ireland. She is also Chairman of the Censorship of Publications
Appeals Board. 

James MacGuill
James MacGuill is the principal of MacGuill & Co, Solicitors. He is a recent president of
the Law Society and one of country’s best known solicitors. He has acted for many
Plaintiffs in defamation cases and has regularly represented his clients as well as his
profession in both the print and broadcast media.
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CONFERENCE INFORMATION

Date: 1 March 2010    
Time: 2.00 - 5.00pm
Location: The Radisson Hotel,

Golden Lane, Dublin 8 
Fees: €125.00 Member

€220.00 Non Member (inc. DSBA Membership for the 
remainder of 2010)

€75.00 Trainee (in a member firm)
Registration: 1.30pm
Presentations: 2.00pm Opening Address

Presentations followed by questions and answers
Tea and Coffee served during the interval

5.00pm Conclusion
C.P.D.: 3 hours Group Study

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM (DEFAMATION ACT 2009)

Please complete the registration form below and send this with your payment to:- Maura Smith,
Dublin Solicitors Bar Association, 90 Harcourt Street, Dublin 2 (DX: 212011 Suffolk Street)

Surname __________________________________________________ 

First Name __________________________________________________ 

Firm/Organisation __________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

Telephone ___________________ Fax. ______________________

Year of Admission ___________________ DX ______________________

E-Mail Address __________________________________________________ 

Payment By Cheque, payable to Dublin Solicitors Bar Association

Member

Non-Member

Trainee (in a member firm)

CONFIRMATIONS
Booking confirmations will be issued to all delegates by e-mail or fax prior to the seminar.
Please present your booking confirmation at the seminar registration desk. 

CANCELLATIONS
Cancellations must be received in writing. For cancellations received 5 working days or less
prior to the event, the attendance fee is non refundable.

DISCLAIMER
It may be necessary, for reasons beyond the control of the conference organisers, to alter
the content and timing of the program or the identity of the speakers. 

For additional information contact Maura Smith 
Tel. 01 4763824 or E-Mail: maura@dsba.ie  Website: www.dsba.ie


