Biographies of Family Lawyer Mediators

FIONA BARRON

Fiona Barron is a partner in Moroney Barron Solicitors. She qualified as a solicitor in 2001 and is also admitted in England and Wales.  She is qualified to practice as a collaborative lawyer. She is a member of ACP (Association of Collaborative Practitioners). She is a CEDR accredited mediator and a member of CEDR Solve Ireland, a small, niche, handpicked panel from the CEDR accredited mediators in Ireland.  CEDR Solve is Europe's leading commercial mediation service and alternative dispute resolution provider. Fiona has travelled to the UK and Northern Ireland mediating for and with CEDR. I am also a member of CEDR Exchange and accredited with MII, the Mediation Institute of Ireland.   

I am a member of the Law Society.  I also sit on the private practitioners panel of the legal aid board in family law matters in the district and circuit courts and also provide mediation under the newly launched Legal Aid Mediaiton service in Dolphin House. 

I hold a Certificate in Advanced Family Mediation Skills from NUI Galway. 

 

I have represented all parties involved in family law disputes and has developed a keen interest in alternative dispute resolution.  

 

Fiona  Barron can be contacted at 01 8327899 or fbarron@moroneybarron.com or www.moroneybarron.com
GERALDINE CARTHY

Geraldine Carthy is a partner in Reidy Stafford Solicitors, Market Square, Kilcullen, Co Kildare.  She is a graduate of University College Galway – BA of Legal Science and Economics, and LLB.  Geraldine qualified as a solicitor in 1999 and is also qualified to practise as a collaborative lawyer and mediator.   She is a member of the Law Society.  

She can be contacted at 045 432188. Email:     gcarthy@reidystafford.com; Website:  www. reidystafford.com 

MARY CASHIN

Mary Cashin, B.A, LL.B., is Principal of Cashin & Associates, Solicitors of 3 Francis Street, Ennis, Co. Clare.  She graduated from University College Galway and qualified as a solicitor in 1979. She has trained as an associate arbitrator, collaborative lawyer and family law mediator.  

She has represented all parties involved in family law disputes and has developed a keen interest in alternative dispute resolution.  She is a member and former president of the Clare Law Association and is a member of the Law Society. She is a member of Resolution, First for Family Law and is accredited by the Mediator’s Institute of Ireland.  She is also a member of the Association of Collaborative Practitioners. She can be contacted at 065 6840060. Email: mpc@cashinlaw.com
HELENE COFFEY

Helene Coffey is Principal of Coffey & Associates Solicitors and practises in the family law area and has done so for 17 years. She is a Resolution trained mediator and a member of Resolution. 

She is a member of the DSBA Family Mediation Group.  She is also a member of the Family Law Committee of the DSBA and the Law Society as well as being Honorary Secretary of the DSBA.  She practises collaborative law and is a member of the Dublin Practice Collaborative Law Group.   She can be contacted at 01 8726945, Email helene_coffey@cmsolicitors.ie
PETER DOYLE
Peter Doyle is Principal of Doyle Fox & Associates, in Blessington, Co Wicklow and in practice for over ten years.  He has been a family law practitioner during this time in the Dublin/Wicklow and Kildare areas and has extensive experience in this area. 

He is trained in the alternative dispute resolution methods of mediation and collaborative law.  He is a founder member and treasurer of the Kildare/West Wicklow Collaborative Family Law Practice Group.  He can be contacted at 045 851982. Email: peterdoyle@doylefoxsolrs.ie

PAULA DUFFY
Paula trained as a mediator with the DSBA Resolution programme in May/June 2009. She can be contacted at, 16-18 Harcourt Road, Dublin 2. Phone; 01 478 4895, pd@pauladuffy.ie, Web: www.pauladuffy.ie
MARY GRIFFIN

Mary Griffin is a solicitor, mediator and collaborative practitioner. She is a partner with John C. Walsh & Company Solicitors, 24 Ely Place, Dublin 2.   

Qualified 30 years, she is a member of the Law Society, D.S.B.A., Family Lawyers Association, A.C.P, Dublin Collaborative Practice Group. She lectures on the Law Society Diploma in Family Law and is a former chairperson of the Family Lawyers Association (2006 /2008).  She can be contacted at 01 6766211, Email mary.griffin@johncwalsh.ie,

MARIE KEANE

Marie Keane qualified as a Solicitor in 1994, and has a varied civil practice.  She has extensive experience in the area of family law and mental health law.  She has a particular interest in the area of Alternative Dispute Resolution and has qualified as a lawyer mediator with Resolution and is a trained collaborative lawyer.

 

She is a member of the Family Law Civil & Legal Aid Committee of the Law Society of Ireland and has contributed to a number of reports and publications undertaken by the Committee.  She is a Partner with John Callinan & Co. Solicitors, Clare Road, Ennis, Co. Clare.  She can be contacted at 065 6828990. Email: jcallinansolicitors@eircom.net
MARY EMER LARKIN

Mary Emer Larkin qualified as a solicitor in 1976 and since 1984 she has been Principal of Larkin Solicitors, The Square, Gort, County Galway. 

With over 33 years experience her family law practice extends nationwide.  While a general practice firm, Ms. Larkin specialises in litigation and has a particular expertise in family law litigation.  She is an accredited mediator and a member of Resolution (Family Mediation) and Mediation Forum Ireland, (Civil Mediation).  She can be contacted at 091 631022, Email: mlarkin@larkinsolicitors.com

JOSEPHA MADIGAN
Josepha is the Family Law Partner in Madigans Solicitors, 167 Lower Kimmage Road, Dublin 6W. Tel: 01 4921111 Email: josepha@madigans.ie
She is an accredited Family Law Mediator and Collaborative Law Practitioner. Josepha is an active member of the DSBA Family Law Committee. She is also Chairperson of the Family Law ADR (Alternate Dispute Resolution) committee. Josepha has given seminars and lectures in the area of family law ADR to her colleagues both on behalf of the DSBA and the CPD Solicitors group scheme. She also sits on the private practitioners panel of the legal aid board in family law matters in the district and circuit courts. She is also a member of the Law society of England and Wales. Passionate about finding ways to keep separating couples out of court, Josepha originally obtained a Diploma in Arbitration in 1998 which sparked her interest in ADR. Josepha is a certified member of the MII (Mediators Institute of Ireland), member of ACP (Association of Collaborative Practitioners) IACP (International Association of Collaborative Practitioners and Resolution. Josepha is fully committed to the growth and practice of mediation in family law in Ireland. She was recently a panelist on the Pat Kenny Radio show with regard to ‘Divorce in Recessionary Times’

 

JOE MAGUIRE

Joe Maguire, of Maguire McNeice & Company Solicitors, Bray House, 2 Main Street, Bray qualified as a solicitor in 1978 and has practised in Bray since 1981. He has specialised in family law for most of that period.  He trained as a Collaborative Lawyer in 2005 and has attended extensive training in dispute resolution since then. He is also a qualified mediator.  

He is committed to alternative dispute resolution (ADR) as the best method to resolve family law issues.  He can be contacted at  01 2862399. Email:  bray@maguiremcneice.com
BRID MANIFOLD

Brid Manifold qualified as a solicitor in 1985.  She has specialised in family law, including child care, both in private practice and in public service.  She is Principal of Manifold Solicitors, 1st Floor, Lismoyle House, Merchants Road, Galway, a practice dedicated to family law.   

She is a qualified solicitor mediator with Resolution, and is accredited with the Mediation Institute of Ireland.  Brid is also a founder member of Galway Collaborative Law Practitioners and is a Board member of the national Association of Collaborative Practitioners.  She can be contacted at 091 532560. Email:  brid.manifold@gmail.com
MARJORIE MURPHY

Marjorie was admitted as a solicitor in 1979 and has been a partner in the firm of Murphy McElligott, 69 Patrick Street, Dun Laoghaire, County Dublin for the past 10 years.   

Marjorie specialises in conveyancing, probate and family law. She is a mediator, trained by Resolution, a member of the Association of Collaborative Practitioners and a former Council Member of the Dublin Solicitors Bar Association.  She can be contacted at 01 2303266. Email: mm@mmce.ie
JENNIFER O'BRIEN

Jennifer is a partner in Mason Hayes+Curran, South Bank House, Barrow Street, Dublin 4. She is a family lawyer with considerable experience in separation, divorce & non-marital matters, as well as cases concerning recognition of foreign divorce, child abduction & enforcement of orders throughout the member states. 

She is a collaborative lawyer and a Resolution trained mediator. She is the current chair of the Family Law & Minors Committee, Dublin Solicitors Bar Association, a Board Member of the Marriage Relationship Counselling Service (MRCS), a member of the Family Lawyers’ Association and an Associate member of Resolution (formerly the Solicitors Family Law Association of England and Wales). Jennifer is also a member of the Association of Collaborative Practitioners and the International Association of Collaborative Practitioners.  She can be contacted at 01 614 5000 Email: jobrien@mhc.ie Website:  www.mhc.ie
EOIN O’CONNOR

 Eoin O’Connor (BCL, Dip Family Law, Qualified Mediator, Collaborative Lawyer) Solicitor. Principal in the Firm of Eoin O’Connor and Co. Naas, Co. Kildare (Established 1986). Lecturer in Collaborative law to Law Society Family Law Diploma course. Personal interest in mediation and collaborative practice stems from assisting people in dispute to find their solution to their unique situation without recourse to the courts. Eoin is also a certified member of the MII (Mediators Institute of Ireland). Email: eoin@eoconnorsolicitors.ie 

 

ANN WALSH

CATHERINE M BALFE

Catherine M Balfe of Woodend, Blessington, Co Wicklow has been in practice as a solicitor for over 25 years.  She started her own practice in 2003 and works in most areas of law.  She completed the DSBA sponsored course in mediation in September 2009. She can be contacted on 045 865526. Email catherinebalfe@eircom.net, website www.blessingtonsolicitors.ie
DAVID BERGIN

David Bergin qualified as a solicitor in 1976.  He is Principal of O’Connor & Bergin Solicitors, the Capel Building, Mary’s Abbey, Dublin 7, and has specialised in family law since 1980.  He recently trained as a family lawyer mediator. 
David is a member of the Family Lawyers Association of Ireland and a former Chairman of the Family Law Committee of the Law Society.  He is also a former Chairman of the DSBA Family Law Committee and was President of the Dublin Solicitors’ Bar Association 2006/2007.  He is co-author of “The Law of Divorce in Ireland” (Jordan Publishing) and joint Editor of the “Irish Family Legislation Handbook” (Jordan Publishing).  He can be contacted at 01 8732411 Email:   davidbergin@connorbergin.ie. Website:  www.oconnorbergin.ie 

AUDREY BYRNE

Audrey Byrne is a partner in McCann FitzGerald's Family law Department, Riverside One, Sir John Rogerson’s Quay, Dublin 2.  Audrey qualified as a solicitor in 1999 and trained as a collaborative lawyer in 2004. She is AITI qualified.   Her practice relates to all aspects of family law and she has been involved in some of the most significant landmark decisions in Irish family law of recent times.   

Audrey is very interested in Alternative Dispute Resolution as a way of resolving family law disputes and is a CEDR accredited mediator.  Audrey trained as a family mediator in association with the DSBA and Resolution in 2009.  She can be contacted at. 01 – 6071729. Email: abb@mcf.ie Website: www.mccannfitzgerald.ie
 
CATHERINE COGAN

Catherine (Kay) Cogan, B.C.L. (UCC), Dip. Employment Law, Dip. Family Law, qualified as a solicitor in 1981. She established her own firm, Cogan-Daly & Company, in 1989, and for the past 20 years has run a successful general practice in Brighton House, 50 Terenure Road East, Rathgar, Dublin 6. 

Kay is one of the few solicitors practicing in Ireland who has post-graduate qualifications in both Family Law and Employment Law. In September 2009, she completed the DSBA course in Family Mediation.  She can be contacted at: 01  490 3394. Email: cdaly@iol.ie
HELEN COUGHLAN

Helen Coughlan is a partner in Patrick J Farrell and Company Solicitors, Newbridge, Co Kildare.  She graduated from UCC in 1999 with a first class honours BCL degree.  She has an extensive family law and civil litigation practice.

She has a keen interest in Alternative Dispute Resolution and has trained as a collaborative lawyer and mediator.  She is a founder member and secretary of the Kildare and West Wicklow Collaborative Family Law Practice Group.  She is a member of the Association of Collaborative Practitioners and the International Academy of Collaborative Practitioners.  She sits on the Employment Committee of the Law Society.  She can be contacted at 045 431542, email: helen.coughlan@pjf.ie; website: www.pjf.ie
BRENDAN DILLON

Brendan qualified as a solicitor in 1990. In my practice as a solicitor and Principal of Dillon Solicitors since 1993 I have been involved in many disputes which have been resolved in a variety of different ways. My experience has been in disputes relating to general litigation, commercial disputes, employment, family law and sport. In the area of family law I have practiced for over 15 years in this area and understand the complexities and the difficulties which can face couples trying to resolve their marital difficulties. In my practice as a solicitor I have acted for both employers and employees. There is huge potential for the growth of mediation in the area of employment disputes. Very often employment disputes arise by reason of lack of communication and differing perceptions from the employer and the employee or maybe between two employees. The resolution of the dispute by way of mediation may result in the parties to the dispute being able to work together in the future. This can be very important. The world of sport is an evolving area and one where the stakes have grown substantially. With that has come a greater volume of disputes. Again the disputes very often involve parties who are likely to have a further involvement into the future. It is for this reason that mediation is a very suitable model to resolve those disputes. I have over 30 years involved in sports administration, as honorary secretary and general manager of UCD Soccer Club, as Treasurer of the Athletic Union Council in UCD and have also served as Chairman of the FAI National League as well as being a Board member of the FAI. It is my view that an insight in relation to sport and how it works is a great advantage for sports mediation. Email: brendandillon@dillon.ie
CATHERINE FORDE

Catherine Forde is a barrister who recently trained as a mediator with Resolution.  She can be contacted at The Law Library, Four Courts, Dublin 7. Tel. 01  4978349. Email: fordebl@iol.ie
ROSEMARY GANTLY

Rosemary Gantly is principal of Rosemary Gantly, 5 Carlton Terrace, Bray

Co. Wicklow.  She is also a trained family law mediator and collaborative law practitioner. She can be contacted at phone;01 2761707. Email rosemary@rosemarygantly.ie
ALAN HARRISON

Alan Harrison BA (Mod) TCD, LLB qualified as a solicitor in 1978 and practices as principal of Harrison Solicitors, 3 Terenure Road West, Terenure, Dublin 6W. Alan has extensive experience in the practice area of Private Client and Family Law including Civil partnerships. He is an accredited mediator with a strong belief in the use of alternative methods of dispute resolution. He can be contacted at 01-4927062. Email: agh@agh.ie
MARY HAYES
Mary Hayes qualified in 1983and is a partner with the firm Gore & Grimes Solicitors. She has over 20 years experience in family law practice and heads that department with her firm. She has lectured extensively in the area and made many media appearances.

NUALA JACKSON
Nuala E. Jackson completed the Accredited Training Course and Examination in Mediation organised by the Bar Council of Ireland in Association with the European Training Team in June 2004.  She successfully completed the DSBA/Resolution Family Law Mediation Course in September 2009.  She is a practising barrister with 23 years experience.  She has been involved in a number of lawyer assisted mediations.  A law graduate of Trinity College Dublin, she completed her LL.M. Degree in the University of Cambridge in 1986.  She has a Diploma in Arbitration Law (UCD) and a Diploma in International Arbitration Law (UCD).  She is currently undertaking a Master’s Degree in Canon Law in the University of Cardiff.  Her areas of particular interest and expertise include family law, child law (including adoption, abduction and child care law) and education law.  

DONAGH MCGOWAN
Donagh McGowan is a partner in the Family Law unit and is head of the Private Client department of Mason Hayes+Curran Solicitors, South Bank House, Barrow Street, Dublin 4.
Donagh qualified as a solicitor in 1993.  He is a member of the Family Law Committee of the Law Society and is a member of the Family Lawyers Association of Ireland.   Donagh is a trained mediator and a trained professional in Collaborative Law and is a member of the International Academy of Collaborative Professionals.  He can be contacted at 01 614 5000 Email: dmcgowan@mhc.ie. Website:  www.mhc.ie
NIALL MCGRATH

Niall McGrath is a partner in the firm of MacCarthy & Associates, Solicitors of 10 Upper Mount Street, Dublin 2.  A firm which is has been certified to the ISO 9001:2008 quality standard.

 

Having qualified in 2001 Niall has represented Family Law clients in the District Court, the Circuit Court and the High Court.  He has a particular interest in Child Welfare.  He is a member of the Family Lawyers’ Association, The Dublin Solicitors’ Bar Association and Eurojuris International - an alliance of European Law firms.  He can be contacted at 01 661 33 22.  info@mas.ie, www.mas.ie
ANN NOWLAN
Ann Nowlan is a partner in Burns Nowlan Solicitors, Main Street, Newbridge, Co Kildare.  She joined the firm in 1998 after initially working in Dublin where she specialised in commercial law and conveyancing.
Ann practises in all areas of law and has a special interest in family law, representing both private clients and Legal Aid Board clients in the District Court.  She is a trained mediator and collaborative law practitioner.  Ann is a founder member of the Kildare/Wicklow Collaborative Family Law Practice Group. She can be contacted at 045 432382. Email anowlan@burnsnowlan.ie

ANN O’NEILL

Ann O’Neill is head of the family law department of McKeever Rowan Solicitors, 5 Harbourmaster Place, IFSC, Dublin 1.  Ann qualified as a barrister in 1986 and qualified as a solicitor in 1994.

She practises exclusively in the area of family law.  She is also a member of the HEP C Compensation Tribunal since 2003.  She can be contacted at 01 6702990. Email aoneill@mckr.ie. Website: www.mckr.ie
BEVERLY TURNER
Beverly Turner is Managing Partner of Taylor & Buchalter Solicitors, Greenside House, 45/47 Cuffe Street, Dublin 2.  

A graduate of Trinity College, she has over 20 years experience in general practice specialising in private client services.  Beverly is a member of the Law Society of Ireland, the Family Lawyers Association, and the Dublin Bar Association. She can be contacted at 01 4782966 Email: bturner@taylorbuchalter.ie. Website: www.taylorbuchalter.ie
MURIAL WALLS

Muriel is a family lawyer for over 30 years and has been involved in a vast number of cases and a wide variety of situations. Muriel understands the emotional turmoil of relationship breakdown and the impact this can have on the client, their family and all aspects of life. Separating couples need  good legal information and advice but they do not need to go to court. Solutions can be found in most cases and they are usually the best for the family. As a family mediator Muriel works with couples to help them to achieve the best outcome for each of them and their children. She is located at McCann Fitzgerald solicitors, Riverside One, Sir John Rogerson’s Quay, D2. Tel: 01 6071217 email: Muriel.walls@mccannfitzgerald.ie 

FRANK BRADY

EAMONN CARNEY

Eamonn is a principal of Carney McCarthy solicitors in 1 Clonskeagh Square, Dublin 14. Since 1991 Eamonn has practiced in all aspects of family breakdown situations (be they conflictual, or negotiated by more appropriate dispute resolution solutions), including Separation by agreement, Judicial Separation and Divorce. Eamonn has particular experience in Child-Care and parenting issues (including international childcare issues) and Adoption law, as well as advising clients in respect of non marital relationships and civil partnerships. Eamonn has a keen interest in dispute and conflict resolution, is a family lawyer mediator, a certified member of mediation institute of Ireland and Resolution, the Family Lawyer’s Association, the DSBA and in addition to his legal qualifications holds various accounting and finance qualifications. Eamonn can be contacted at 01 2698855. Email: ecarney@carneymccarthy.ie 

GEAROIDIN CHARLTON

Gearóidín Charlton, BCL, MSc (Systemic Organisations & Management) graduated from UCD in 1981, qualified as a solicitor in 1985, as a psychotherapist in 2000 and was awarded her Masters from the University of Sunderland in 2004. For eighteen years, she practised family Law in a medium sized firm heading up their Family Law Department. She subsequently set up her own practice in 2002, now, Charltons Solicitors, specialising in family Law and related issues. Gearóidín’s training in psychotherapy equipps her with additional skills to deal with the challenges facing clients and lawyers alike in cases of matrimonial/relationship breakdown. She is a trained Mediator and collaborative practitioner and is an advocate of alternative dispute resolution in family disputes. She is a member of the Law Society of Ireland, the Dublin Solicitors Bar Association, both the Irish and International Associations of Collaborative Practitioners and a co-founder of South Dublin Collaborative Lawyers. 

Charltons Solicitors 143 Upr Leeson St, Dublin 4 & The Wave Building, Bulloch Harbour, Dalkey, Co.Dublin.

Tel 353 1 230 2157 Fax:353 12302170 Email gearoidincharltonsolicitor.ie www.charltonsolicitors.ie
ANITA CLARKE

Anita Clarke was accredited as a mediator by CEDR in 2009 and trained as a mediator by Reolution (Family Law) in 2010. 

She holds a BA Degree from U.C.D in French and Spanish. In 1982 she qualified as a solicitor and practised in the area of civil litigation and family law for fifteen years. In 1997 she ceased practising as a solicitor to concentrate on bringing up twin boys and a child with special needs. She is now a full time family and civil mediator and she is a certified member of the MII (Mediators Institute of Ireland). She is a great believer in mediation as a process which saves time, money and stress. She as mediator is a neutral ,impartial empathetic facilitator who works to help couples /parties reach an amicable solution in confidence without having to resort to a long drawn out court process. Not being a practising solicitor she operates independeintly from any law firm but is able to draw on her legal knowledge and experience to assist in reaching workable solutions. Address 98 Lower Churchtown Road, Dublin 14. Tel 2960604 mobile#:087 2026137 email address:anitaclarkemedator@gmail.com
COLM FAHY

Colm Fahy practices with Crowley Millar, Solicitors, 15 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2 and heads up the firm’s family law and mediation division and is the  representative on the family law practice group of the firm’s global legal network, Mackrell International and a board member of recently established the LGBT Lawyers Association of Ireland. Colm qualified as a solicitor in 2004, having taught for a number of years in France before moving to Montreal, Canada, where he obtained his LL.M at the Institute of Comparative Law at McGill University. Colm is a mediator, negotiator and facilitator with a broad interest in social and family matters. Colm is keenly attuned to the value of Alternative Dispute Resolution in family law matters and he brings with him wide ranging skills, experience and expertise from his family law practice, his field involvements with Irish Aid as an election observer and his facilitative work in the voluntary sector. His approach is to maintain a client focus in mediating for effective solutions. Colm is contactable for further information or general enquiry at 01-6761100 and colm@crowleymillar.com.
                                         
EMMA HERON

Emma is an associate partner in the Private Client Department of Beauchamps solicitors, Riverside Two, Sir John Rogerson’s Quay, Dublin 2.

 

Emma’s areas of practice include conveyancing, probate administration, wills, family law and wardship applications. Emma has obtained diplomas in Property tax and Family law from the Law Society of Ireland. She is also a trained collaborative practitioner and Family Law Mediator. She can be contacted at 01 4180600, email:- e.heron@beauchamps.ie
PARICIA HOLOHAN

Patricia is a solicitor practicing in Drogheda, Co. Louth. She qualified in 1992 and has wide and varied experience in general practice. She has significant experience in civil and criminal litigation with particular emphasis on Family law. Tel: 041 9834822 address: 24 Laurence Street, Drogheda, Co. Louth. Email: info@pholohan.com
JACQUELINE KELLY

FIONA KERINS

CARLEEN MADIGAN

Carleen is a practicing barrister with extensive experience in all aspects of family law. She is an active member of the Family Lawyers Association. She is a firm believer in assisting families achieve resolution through the medium of alternative dispute resolution, such as mediation. Her mobile number is 087 531763 and email address is carleen.madigan@gmail.com
AIDAN REYNOLDS

Aidan has specialised in family law since qualifying in 1987. He joined the Firm of Gallagher Shatter solicitors in 1988 and became a partner with that Firm in 1991. Aidan is a family law mediator and a trained collaborative lawyer. Aidan sits on the family law committee of the law society. He also lectures in the area of family law at the law society.

BARBARA SMYTH

RODERICK TYRRELL

Roderick qualified as a solicitor in 1993 and has practiced predominantly in the area of family and health care law. He graduated with honours from the Royal College of Surgeons with a Masters in Health care ethics and law. He is an accredited mediator and has chaired mental health tribunals and represented patients before them. He is principal of Tyrell solicitors, 56 Percy Lane, Dublin 4. His number is 6671476 email: rod@lawyer.ie 

 

 

